Istomn Sephanus is an

aceessories and fashion

lesigner from Jakarta, In
tlonesio that lives the stvle he s
sor pavssionate abiout, He dresses
almost exclusively in 9930« and
40 lashion, ranning his lashion
cipire and walking the streeis of
New York 1o Singapore unironi-
vanlly i oa vinlage hl}]l'.

From the very beginning,
stephanus has always taken
risks, Whether it b to <tar
tlesigning accessories when e
wos just seventeen or launching a
burlesague company in the Unit-
eil States or creating anid design-
ing new and inventive cosplays,
He is the cmbodiment of whai

il is b lake charge of one's own
lifer auml ereativity. A bot of this
stems from his pledge to do whad
mitkes him happy.

His interest in fashion came by
aceident. After randomly cre
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ating n necklace for himsell,

“I have no iddea why il in”
Stephonus remarks on the piece
that was a mixed medin project
of metal, snede, anl tassels, |l
wis asked by a designer Triend
to make aceessories for his nexi
line, having bieen impressed by
his ereation. =1l never done
anything [like thatl, this was jusi
for )™ Hee Fell inne the inedns-
try then hewd flirst. They were a
suceess and afier an invitation Lo
join another show and spread his
winigs Lo erealing mosks, gloves,
andd other tvpes o aceessories,
Stephanus started his own com-
pany, Alsion Stephanus Acees-
sories, and began designing full
time, His interests startid influ-
encing his day-to-day 1life anel
that included dressing like he'd
just walked off Sunset Boulevard
circa 19235,

.‘||.|'q111rlu :‘;lll'pfmnl:lh i’lrl;"t:h'il K]
start dressing in vintage fashion

[or o mumber of reasons, He ad-
miiredd the neatness of the outfis,
[or omer, “Neat bs god.” He ex-
plains. However, what actually
spaarked his love allair lor pocket
walches, pockel spuares, and
a good loaler was actually the
carloon Astro Bov, He wante
part his hair like the character,

el it was only when he did it
with a comb instead of with his
lirnggeers that hee got tht “neat”
look. Allerwards it was a slippery
slope; he went to Saville Row
anil gol evstom Bt Tor a three-
picee suit, he started getting hots
made, he made more Triends in
thes Tashion amdd buarlesopue workd
llﬂ!1 ll11"§. |*11:'|11Ir4|gl'r1 Ilil|'| [E1]
trualy Tined anel represent himsell
through old sehool clothing. The
Corend Crandshwy Tillom with Leson-
ardo D aprio and Burlesogue,
with Christina \gmilera were
ileresiing inspirations as well,
Stephanns cites the images and
costumes from the films rather

than their cinematie gifis,
[gavel me an image in my head of
what | liked.” He explained.

The vintage acsthetic of waisi-
coals aml waleh chains docsn’t
exist in Asia like it does in Wesi
ern countries, At first he felt very
conscious of how people viewed
hirn back home, but nowadays
"I don’t give o fock.” He will jusi
s happily si roll inda o mall or a
reestaurant in suspeniers, vintage
19405 tronsers, amd a boater b
s anvone would in i =shiri and
Jrans,

| emjoyv dressing up, because i
maokes me feel Vm o worth somae
thing.”™ He savs with o bright
stnnilee. He dloesn't dress like this
losr anvone else, he doesn'l care
what the think, “Pooworth some-
theing for e Tor mvsell”

Alas, his eelectic sivle doesn'i
ruls wiell itk his b liaisl,

aned be doesn’t think that those
in Indonesin will change their
minds any time soon, When he's
back home he'll have to deess the
et i either tradditional Todone

siun wienr or a more modern suil
andl the, Square glosses instead of
ronimil, He'll have 1o hide his tai-
toos and tnke ont his piercings,
Hie woni't bee alale (o even part

his hair, However, they won'i

bie abile 1o take evervihing awoy
Frasrin bodin. !"ill'p!lllllll- anvs, with o
checky smirk, he secretly wears
soit e grarters beneath his tron
seers when he's back in Jakarta,
I1°s o veminder of what he loves

anel that he's still him, even il
he can’t dress the part. “My own
litile secred. Just for me”

Your e fiend ol omoree abwoat
Alston Steplianus ot www.alston-
stephanus.com and on Instagram
al e Alstonstephuanns,

e

aarnid co-proesenting o |
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